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Introduction
BRIDGEPORT. The syllables of its
name suggest dualism. The city
actually developed as a river por t
beside a bridge that crossed the
Tennessee. External forces, whether
the military troops of the Civil War or
the non-resident Eastern investors of
the boom period, were wont to
include Bridgeport as but a bridge on
the route to objectives conceived by
leaders who lived away across many
bridges. Complementing thesemilitary
and economic incursions were those
who found Bridgeport to bea life-long
port.

BRIDGEPORT. The history of its
changing populations displays how
arbitrary is any concept of native
dominance. Russell Cave, mutely
speaking of tribes now gone,
admonishes living residents no t to
dismiss even unseen influences. The
English Europeans were not first to
contact the native Indians, but the
Spanish under DeSoto; yet because of
a decision made across the ocean, the
English language and Protestant
culture are dominant in the region
today. All the waters that have since

flowed under Bridgeport’s trestles
have not washed the marks brought
with the ink from the pens of
Lincoln’s Secretary of War Stanton
and the boom entreprenuers. Materials
from the distance of the past are
fewer than the influencesthat brought
the clash of cannon and hammer to a
scenic land. Among the most
illuminating of the documents to
emerge pertinent to Bridgeport’s
heritage has been the following
repr in ted book , ‘ B r i dgepo r t ,
Alabama, 1891."

“Bridgeport, Alabama, 1891’ is
reprinted in a limited edition of 500
copies by the Bridgeport Bicentennial
Commission to mark the achievement
of 200 years of American-English
heritage. During the 1890's the
material height thus far of this
heritage left visible landmarks and
others which will be known only from
the pages of this reprinted book.
These visionary pages were designed as
a ‘‘booster’” to Eastern monied
investors flooded with promotion
material from the New South. Linking
herself to external investors,
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i “Here is thé fort, the
Le where foemen, stood and: e

‘These purple hills their ayeaad?

« Peside the war-stained rive
A i n the echoes wake the rocky
A gaif, ay army gathered here weer

e-giow of frre fires ilames the night.
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PIONEER WORK AT BRIDGEPORT.

city of Memphis, the second cotton port of the world, and one of the greatest lumber marts in the
United States, and the sea-coast ports of Charleston, Savannah and Brunswick.

Through Northern Alabama this line runs parallel, or n e a r l y so, with the TennesseeRiver,
through one of the richest valleys of the South, long famed for its abundant corn and cotton crops,
and now esteemed quite as highly for its timber landsof valuable hard woods, and its resources in
coal and iron ores ; the latter items in themselves having attracted into this valley an almost
fabulous amount of capital within a few years, which has found investment at Huntsvi l le, D e c a t u r ,
Sheffield. Florence, and other rapidly growing places situated upon this l ine, none of which enjoy
facilities equal with Bridgeport. At Decatur, the railroad connects wi th the main line of the
Louisville, Mississippi and Tennessee Railroad. At Cor in th it connects w i t h the Mobile and Ohio
Line, and at Memphis w i t h a network of railroads which extends into a l l portions of the West and
Southwest.

ne

Nesbuitte Chattanooga 9 St. Couis Railroad consists of the line f r om Chattanooga
via Nashville to Hickman, Kentucky, a distance of 321 miles, and a branch of 198 miles,

including the leased Duck River Valley L i n e , in a l l 567 miles. This company has recently leased
the Western and Atlant ic Railroad, thus giving a through route f r om Bridgeport to Atlanta, a
most important market being thus opened. The Jasper Branch extends f r om Bridgeport to
Pikeville, Tenn., 65 miles. It passes through the neighboring iron-making town of South Pittsburg,
and the villages of Jasper andVictoria. This is Bridgeport’s great storehouse of coal, ores, cokes,
tan bark, and other products of the mine and forest.

- 1 2 ‑
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There are several railroads projected, wi th
astrong prospect of completion at no distant day,
which w i l l have a highly favorable effect upon
the destinies of Bridgeport. One of these is the
Birmingham Mineral Railroad which is to connect
Birmingham, Alabama, w i t h the SequacheeValley
mining territory.

Another is the Cumberland Mountain and
Tennessee Railroad, to be extended f r o m Bridge‑
port through the Sequachee Valley, and still
another is the Bridgeport, Rome and Atlanta Rail‑
road, of which the objective points are indicated ‘4GLIMPSE FROM THE OLD FORT.

in the corporate title.
The Tennessee is the largest and longest river in the State of Tennessee, which it crosses

twice. Rising near Cumberland Gap, in the northeast corner, this stream runs southwesterly
across East Tennessee, enters Alabama andruns along its northern border counties over 200 miles,
crosses the corner of Mississippi and enters Tennessee again at Pittsburg Landing; thence it
traverses some of the finest timber and mineral lands on the continent, across West Tennessee and
Western Kentucky,emptying into the Ohio at Paducah. The stream is the same length and volume
asthe Ohio, wi th a much more stable bottomand more permanent banks. It is 1,000 miles long, and
its navigable branches furnish 1,000 miles of additional navigation for light and heavy craft. The
Government has expended $3,500,000 upon the obstructions known as the Muscle Shoals in the
western part of the State, a work n o w practically completed,and the r iver is n o w open to steamer
and barge companies all the way up to Bridgeport. By this r iver outlet Bridgeport already ships a
great amount of cotton, grain, timber, etc. The water distance to St. Louis is 7: 7 miles. This
meansof traffic is open at least ten months in the year.

A large freight elevator wi l l be erected upon the river bank this spring to facilitate the better
handling of the extensive and growing shipments from this place, Bridgeport being the point f rom
which the greater part of river freight is transferred to cars for Chattanooga. This was the supply
depot for the Union armies during the siege of Chattanooga.

It is not within the province of this publication to include an extended treatise upon the origin
and value of the Tennessee and Alabama coal and iron ore deposits, but it is requisite t o a complete
outline of the resources of Bridgeport to direct attention to theSequachee Valley, for surely nowhere





else are the natural conditions for mining more tempting than here. This valley, watered by the
picturesque stream of the same name, is located between Walden’s Ridge on the east, and the
Cumberland Plateauupon the west. The summit of the latter is somewhat the highest, the altitude
abovesea-level being 2,300 feet, and above the valley about 1,200 feet. These rugged walls are, in
many places, buttressed and castellated, clothed in r i c h forest verdure and, asa whole, asuntouched
by the hand of man as they were when the nomadic Indian made his camp in the groves of the
meadow-lands below. A l l along this western wall there may be seen the jutting, dusky veins of
coal for many miles, layer above layer, varying f r om t w o or three feet up to elevenfeet in thickness
the upper strata, more than a thousand feet above the t rack , Over across the valley, the edges of a
five-foot vein of fossiliferous i ron ore may be traced along Walden’s Ridge seventy miles. The

LOADING COTTON AT BRIDGEPORT

iron and the coal are only four miles apart, and close by, between them in fact, is the limestone,
the third essential in iron-making.

‘The test of coke, that quality which has made this product, as turned out at the Pocahontas
ovens in West Virginia, sofamous and profitable, is i ts ability to “ standu p ” under the vast weight
of the ores superimposed in the furnaces, thus sustaining a draft through themass, The writer bas
recently seen long train loads of this Pocahontas coke en route for the Alabama furnaces because of
its superiority in this respect. Now, it has been demonstrated that this Sequachee coke, already
being turned out in considerable quantities in the valley, has this sterling quality. The percentage
of that noxious element, sulphur, in this Cumberland Ridge coal is very small.





THE COTTAGE HOTEL, BRIDGEPORT.

The chief operations in coal, coke and iron at present carried on in the valley, are those of
the Tennessee Coal, I ron and Railroad Company. The large works of this company at South
Pittsburg are visible up the river from Bridgeport, being distant ‘only four-and-ahalf miles,
Every poundof iron from these works reaches anoutlet at Bridgeport.

Regarding the significance of these deposits of nature's dormant wealth at the very doors of
Bridgeport, the following extracts from a report written by Dr. Geo. A. Koenig, Professor of Mining
and Metallurgy of the University of Pennsylvania,wi l l be found interesting,

“The competition within the United States in the iron industry has become very fierce, and
is likely to increase in fierceness aswegoalong. The older iron-producing States haveexhausted all
their easily available ores. They are obliged to depend largely upon a basis of supply hundreds of
miles away f r om their furnaces.

“ I t is evident that this transportation of r awmaterial, while it stimulates the transportation
companies, lies heavily upon the product of the blast furnace of the steel or rol l ing m i l l , In conse‑
quence, the prices paid for p i g i r on and steel are now very greatly, in this country, in excess of what
they should be.

‘ I ron and steel must be made where it can be done cheapest, not where it is made at present
simply because it has been made there formerly to advantage Industry must always adapt itself
to the ever-changiny conditions of demand and supply. The presen t state of things is largely main‑
tained through the momentum of the great capital invested in the centers of i ron and steel making,
It would not do to break down this capital on a sudden, but the c a p i t a lis already warned, and, as
we see from the developments in Alabama, it is moving in the r ight direction.

-18 ‑
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HAND L E FACTORY, BRIDGEPORT.

“Three things are generally considered to beessential to the production of pig i ron ‐ore, coal
and limestone, and all three of these are found throughout this region in close proximity.

«Let us turn to the quality of the ore. It belongs, geologically, to the fossil iron ore, which is
socalled from the fact that the iron oxide appears in the shape of complete or fragmentary shells of
marine animals, partly bivalves, partly snails, partly sea lilies, or Crinoids, This ore is known to
‘exist asone or more bodies throughout the Clinton formation in New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia,
‘Tennessee and Alabama. The Clinton formation is the lower member of the Niagara group of rocks;
it belongs to the upper Silurian system, The ore is generally red, and is then hematite or turdige,
that is, either pure oxide of iron, or semi-hydrated oxide of i ron. Here, however, it comes before us
as brown ore, called limonite or hematite, or fu l ly hydrated oxide of iron. The quality of the ore is
the best‐ the grade the highest wherever it is brown. The orebed appears in two benches, an
upper i n d a lower bench. The upper bench, an average of fifty inches, is entirely brown ; the lower
bench, f rom thi r ty to forty inches, is partly r ed , and partly between the two.

“T collected several samples on Walden’s Ridge w h i c hI have analyzed myself and found to
contain 47.5 per cent, of metallic i ron, 9.5 per cent. of silica, 2 per cent. of lime, .6 per cent of
magnesia, .5 per cent. of magnesia oxide, 1.07 per cent. of phosphoric oxide, no sulphur, 9 per cent.
alumina, 9.9 per cent. of water. This, gentlemen. is a very fair ore. Owing to i ts porous condition
it is very easily reduced in the furnace. An average sample f r om the stripped ore shows 51per cent.
of metallic iron, and phosphoric oxide asthe preceding sample, w i th 11per cent. of water.

“ W i t h i n the body, and especially in the lower bench, occurs the hard or bony ore, which is
now rejected and not shipped. A sample of this yielded me 27per cent. of metallic iron. 5.5 per

- 2 2 ‑
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Bridgeport. The Etna vein shows the finest analysis of any of the Southern coals for coking
purposes, as is shown by the following comparative table, as given in the United States Geolog‑
ical Survey:

ROCKWOOD COKE.
PER CENT.

Fixed C a r b o n . . . . . . . . . . c c e e e e e e e e s e e e c s e e s e n e e e e e e a e a n e e e e e s 84,187
ASh. 6 . 6 . v e e 14187
Sulpbur......

FixedCarbon ..
Volatile Matter .

Sulphur .
Moisture .

101.683

A few statistics in regard to the climate and healthfulness of Bridgeport may be of interest.
‘There is little difference between the climate of Bridgeport and that of Chattanooga. An exhaustive
report of the Signal Service Bureau at Chattanooga, extending over a period of ten years, has
been made and has been carefully adapted so as to apply to Bridgeport, f rom which it w i l l be
seen that this climate avoids both the extreme cold of the Northern winter and the extreme heat
of the Northern summer.

The difference between the lowest temperature at Bridgeport and Bismarck shows that
Bismarck is 33° colder than Bridgeport, St. Louis 14.5°, Cincinnati 2.7°, Toledo 7°, Omaha 25°,
Springfield, I L , 14.3°, Albany 8.9°, and Indianapolis 18°,
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SCENES AT LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN.
SUNSET ROCK~THE PULPIT ‐VALLEY OF THE TENNESSEE RIVER.
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